
RICHMOND TOWNSHIP 

DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY 

April 18, 2019 

 

A.  Chairman Marek called the meeting to order at 7:30am followed by the Pledge of 

Allegiance.  Roll call was taken by Christie Wilson.   Present:  Maynard Bluhm, Pat Kailing, 

Johnell LeBaron, Ron Marek, Jim Maturen, Jim Thompson,  Brad Taylor & Christie Wilson.  

Absent: Rich Sheldon. 

           There was one (1) person in the audience. 

 

B.  Minutes from January 17th meeting were reviewed.  There were 2 corrections-under F should 

read motion to nominate and Lake-Osceola Bank should read Lake-Osceola State Bank and 

under #1 of Old Business, wording needs to be changed to say Reed City Fields has requested 

a sewer payment.   Thompson moved to accept the minutes with these corrections with support 

from Kailing.  Motion carried. 

 

C. Amendments/deletions to agenda: N. should be appointment and add#3 to Old Business-

220th property and #4 Township Hall. 

  

D.  Information meeting (PA-57)-no questions were raised regarding our progress on PA-57. 

 

E. Public comments-Edie Betzing, Treasurer for Richmond Township wonders where the plans 

are for a new or renovated Township Hall.  Will discuss later in meeting. 

 

F. Chairman’s Report 

1.  Update of PA-57 activity.  

        A.    Our Economic Development Plan has been submitted to the State and we have 

received confirmation that they received it. 

   B.   Talked with Dan Massey regarding website.  We are able to tag onto the County 

website under the Township.  The Economic Development Plan, minutes from the January 

meeting and names of members and our agenda for today’s meeting have all been included 

so far. 

   C.   Talked with Bob Toland about economic development.  Will discuss later in meeting. 

             

2.   Update on financial reporting.  In lieu of not having an official Treasurer,   Marek has taken 

the books from Zolman and, after much deliberation, was able to balance the banking statements 

with Zolman’s figures.  There still remains questions about the CDs but will be discussed later in 

the meeting. A Post Office box was obtained and new checks printed reflecting the PO Box as 

the name on the account.  This way new checks will not have to be printed if Treasurer changes.  

Keys to the PO Box will be given to Treasurer and Vice-chair as well as chair having one.  The 

old checks have been destroyed. New signature cards will be signed allowing Marek, Thompson, 

or Taylor to sign checks. 

             3.   Attended meeting with Road Commission and will discuss roads later. 

 4.   Met with Kim O’Neil, Chamber of Commerce Director, regarding our Economic 

Development Plan and wondering if there is anything she can do for the Township.  She has 

obtained a list of all business in the Township from the local library if we’re interested.  Most of 



her salary was covered by the Reed City DDA and, now that they have disbanded, doesn’t know 

if the city can afford to support her.  We will discuss later if we want to contribute to her salary 

and become part of the Chamber of Commerce. 

5.    Had conversation with Rich Saladin, Financial Officer for Gerber Construction, and they are 

looking at a credit union to be built on the property south of Wesco and questions if DDA has 

any interest in further building at that site.  Marek did mention a new Township Hall to him.  

6.   Also had conversation with Deanna Murphy from Reed City Brewing and they are looking to 

expand their brewery but would like to stay close to Reed City.  Marek suggested she look at 

property in the DDA district. 

 

G.   Presentation from Kim O’Neil.  She was not able to be present. 

 

H.  Appointment and election of 2019-2020 Treasurer position.  Kailing moved that Brad 

Taylor be elected as Treasurer with support from Thompson.  Passed unanimously. 

 

 

I.   Bills and communications-none. 

 

 

J. Treasurer’s report:  Marek presented the 2019-2020 budget and, after much discussion, a 

motion was made by Kailing to move $30,000.00 budgeted for the Township Hall from last 

fiscal year and the $30,000.00 budgeted for the coming fiscal year to the Township Hall 

Savings Account rather than have it in the general fund..  Bluhm supported.  Motion carried. 

Then Kailing moved to amend the budget with support from Thompson.  Changes include the 

Cash at the beginning of fiscal year amended to $282.756.00; total cash available amended to 

$387,756.00; cash at end of year amended to $268,956.00; under cash assets for new township 

hall amend total to $105,353.00 and under lift station, amend total to $20,000.00.  Motion 

carried.  

Taylor then gave his report. Maturen moved to approve the report with support from Kailing.  

Report approved. 

 

K.  Township Update-Bluhm 

1.   DeShano/Richmond Township escrow account has been created.  Each entity deposited 

$10,000.00 with the intent the money will be used to correct the sewer connection from the 

City to the Township line. 

2. Lift Station-a contract has been signed with Integrated Controls in the amount of $8,784.00 

for upgrade to the lift station and work will begin soon. 

3. Medical marijuana update-the ZBA held public hearing on Monday and approved a variance 

that would allow a medical marijuana facility to be built on the present Gas & Lube property. 

4. Recreational marijuana-a company has approached the Township about build a micro grow 

business on US 10.  The property has been rezoned from Agriculture to Commercial but the 

Board is getting a lot of push back from residents.  No decision yet if they will opt in or out 

allowing such facilities. 

5. MDOT as contacted Board and wants to turn over right of way property along east side of Old 

131 to the Board.  Said property runs from US10 to 6 Mile Road. 

6. Road projects for this year will be discussed later. 



 

L. Old Business: 

1. Reed City Fields and request for sewer payment by Mr. DeShano has already been discussed 

in Bluhm’s update. 

2. Road projects carried over from summer 2018-the graveling for Glen Street, Elm Street and 

Myrtle Street was estimated last year to cost $10,095.00 but the contract just received gives a 

cost of $7,700.00.  Thompson moved to approve the contract in the amount of $7,700.00 with 

support from Kailing.  Motion carried. 

3. Patterson property on 220th Ave was discussed as well as #4- a new Township Hall and Edie 

Betzing was again asked to speak.  She questions if a new Township Hall is in the plans for 

the near future.  She expressed the need for a new hall and would be interested even in a 

building within the township that could be renovated to serve as the Township Hall.  Marek 

responded that the DDA feels initiation should come from the Township Board with reasons 

why a new hall is needed. Comments were received from the DDA members-  Kailing feels 

too that the Township Board needs to initiate plans; Maturen feels if the Board feels it’s time 

for a new hall, then maybe it’s time.  Marek suggests a committee should be formed to work 

with the Board on this project and he would volunteer to be on this committee; Bluhm feels 

like hall should be more centrally located in the township and presently, the Township owns 

property on corner of 210th and 3 Mile Road that maybe could be building site; Wilson agrees 

a committee should be formed, but in the end, it needs to start with the Board; Thompson 

would serve on the committee and maybe Sheldon; Also questions what to do with property 

on 220th Avenue.  It was suggested we pay maintenance fees for another year while working 

this out. Marek and Bluhm will serve on the committee for a new Township Hall.   

 

M.  New Business: 

1. Roads-Kailing moved to allow the Chair to sign the contract for $37,500.00 for overlay on 3 

Mile Road from 220th to Old 131.  Support came from Taylor.  Motion carried.  It was noted 

the budget line item for roads is only $20,000.00 and, with this motion and previous motion 

for $7,700, the total expenses for roads will be $45,200.00.  The budget will need to be 

amended to allow for this when payment is due. 

2. Bob Toland-Marek hasn’t had to contract him yet about the PA-57, but things are getting 

more complicated and feels we need his help with this as well as the completion of the 

Township Capital Improvement Plan.  His fees are $85/hour, plus expenses, and $350.00 to 

attend any meetings or the option of a monthly retainer fee of $400.00 per month.  He 

estimates it will take 20-30 hours to complete, so estimated costs of $1,700.00 to $2,550.00.  

In July 2018 we voted to approve up to $1,200.00 for his services and it was never spent.  

Maturen moved we contract with Bob Toland to help take care of reporting for PA-57 and do 

the Capital Improvement Plan, at a cost not to exceed $4,000.00.  Kailing supported.  Motion 

carried. 

3. Membership in Reed City Area Chamber of Commerce-Taylor moved we sign up to become 

a Chamber member with second from Thompson.  The yearly fee is $65.00.  Motion carried.  

As far as financial support for the Chamber Director, Kailing feels we should get something 

for our money and suggests she be given a copy of our Economic Development Plan and see 

what she could do for us.  Matter is tabled for now. 

 

N. Audience comments: none. 



O.   Board member comments: 
      LeBaron-no comment. 

      Thompson-kudos to Marek for all of his time and energy spent working on board matters and thanks        

to   Taylor for coming on board. 

      Wilson-feels the same. 

      Taylor-no comment. 

      Bluhm-also thanks to Marek for his efforts for the DDA. 

      Kailing-suggest maybe we need to change our format for our meetings.  We don’t get to discuss new             

projects because we always run out of time.  Maybe we should call a special meeting to discuss new 

projects. 

      Maturen-none. 

 

P.  Next regular meeting is scheduled for Thursday, July 18th, at 7:30am. 

 

Q.   Thompson moved to adjourn with support from LeBaron.  Marek declared the meeting adjourned 

at 9:19am. 

 

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Linda Stieg, Recording Secretary  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


